Oak Mountain High School Required Summer Reading 2017
ALL STUDENTS IN ALL ENGLISH CLASSES are required to choose ONE of the following books to read this summer. In
order to help you choose, blurbs (taken from Amazon) about each book are on the back of this sheet. You will have an
assignment to complete in class the first week of school.
o
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Caraval by Stephanie Garber
Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham
Symphony for the City of the Dead by M.T. Anderson
Carve the Mark by Veronica Roth
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepety
13 Hours: The Inside Account of What Really Happened In Benghazi by Mitchell Zuckoff
Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda: The Love Letters of F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zelda
Fitzgerald, Cathy W. Barks (Editor)
Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance by Simone Biles
The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge
Scythe by Neal Shusterman

*AP Language 11 students MUST choose one of the non-fiction selections.

Honors and AP Required Summer Reading Selections 2017
Please note that this assignment is in addition to the one mentioned above and is REQUIRED for all Honors and AP
students. Honors students will be given an assessment upon returning to school, while AP students have actual
assignments to complete during the summer.
Honors English 9:
 A Separate Peace by John Knowles
Honors English 10:
 Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane
* Honors English 10 students will begin reading The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd the first week of school. Please
have a copy on the first day of school.
AP Language 11:
 Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton
 Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs
 AP Lang students MUST choose one of the non-fiction choices from the list at the top of the page.
* AP Language 11 students MUST see Ms. Blakemore (Room 230) or Ms. Hart (Room 223) for the actual summer reading
assignment.
AP Literature 12:
 Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya
 The Piano Lesson by August Wilson.
* AP Literature 12 students MUST see Ms. Dixon (Room 208) for the actual summer reading assignment.

Caraval by Stephanie Garber
Scarlett has never left the tiny island where she and her beloved sister, Tella, live with their powerful, and cruel, father. Now
Scarlett’s father has arranged a marriage for her, and Scarlett thinks her dreams of seeing Caraval, the far-away, once-a-year
performance where the audience participates in the show, are over. But this year, Scarlett’s long-dreamt of invitation finally arrives.
With the help of a mysterious sailor, Tella whisks Scarlett away to the show. Only, as soon as they arrive, Tella is kidnapped by
Caraval’s mastermind organizer, Legend. It turns out that this season’s Caraval revolves around Tella, and whoever finds her first is
the winner. Scarlett has been told that everything that happens during Caraval is only an elaborate performance. But she
nevertheless becomes enmeshed in a game of love, heartbreak, and magic with the other players in the game. And whether Caraval
is real or not, she must find Tella before the five nights of the game are over, a dangerous domino effect of consequences is set off,
and her sister disappears forever. Welcome, welcome to Caraval . . . beware of getting swept too far away.

Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham
When seventeen-year-old Rowan Chase finds a skeleton on her family's property, she has no idea that investigating the brutal
century-old murder will lead to a summer of painful discoveries about the past... and the present. Nearly one hundred years earlier,
a misguided violent encounter propels seventeen-year-old Will Tillman into a racial firestorm. In a country rife with violence against
blacks and a hometown segregated by Jim Crow, Will must make hard choices on a painful journey towards self-discovery and face
his inner demons in order to do what's right the night Tulsa burns.
Through intricately interwoven alternating perspectives, Jennifer Latham's lightning-paced page-turner brings the Tulsa race riot of
1921 to blazing life and raises important question about the complex state of US race relations - both yesterday and today.

Symphony for the City of the Dead by M.T. Anderson
A 2016 YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults Finalist. In September 1941, Adolf Hitler’s Wehrmacht surrounded
Leningrad in what was to become one of the longest and most destructive sieges in Western history—almost three years of
bombardment and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter of 1943–1944. More than a million citizens perished. Survivors
recall corpses littering the frozen streets, their relatives having neither the means nor the strength to bury them. Residents burned
books, furniture, and floorboards to keep warm; they ate family pets and—eventually—one another to stay alive. Trapped between
the Nazi invading force and the Soviet government itself was composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would write a symphony that
roused, rallied, eulogized, and commemorated his fellow citizens—the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a surprising
place of prominence in the eventual Allied victory. This is the true story of a city under siege: the triumph of bravery and defiance in
the face of terrifying odds. It is also a look at the power—and layered meaning—of music in beleaguered lives. Symphony for the
City of the Dead is a masterwork thrillingly told and impeccably researched by National Book Award–winning author M. T. Anderson.

Carve the Mark by Veronica Roth
On a planet where violence and vengeance rule, in a galaxy where some are favored by fate, everyone develops a currentgift, a
unique power meant to shape the future. While most benefit from their currentgifts, Akos and Cyra do not—their gifts make them
vulnerable to others’ control. Can they reclaim their gifts, their fates, and their lives, and reset the balance of power in this world?
Cyra is the sister of the brutal tyrant who rules the Shotet people. Cyra’s currentgift gives her pain and power—something her
brother exploits, using her to torture his enemies. But Cyra is much more than just a blade in her brother’s hand: she is resilient,
quick on her feet, and smarter than he knows. Akos is from the peace-loving nation of Thuvhe, and his loyalty to his family is
limitless. Though protected by his unusual currentgift, once Akos and his brother are captured by enemy Shotet soldiers, Akos is
desperate to get his brother out alive—no matter what the cost. When Akos is thrust into Cyra’s world, the enmity between their
countries and families seems insurmountable. They must decide to help each other to survive—or to destroy one another.

Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepety
World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a desperate trek toward freedom, many with
something to hide. Among them are Joana, Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation,
the Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each other tested with
each step closer to safety. Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status
matter as all ten thousand people—adults and children alike—aboard must fight for the same thing: survival.

13 Hours: The Inside Account of What Really Happened In Benghazi by Mitchell Zuckoff
13 HOURS presents, for the first time ever, the true account of the events of September 11, 2012, when terrorists attacked the US
State Department Special Mission Compound and a nearby CIA station called the Annex in Benghazi, Libya. A team of six American
security operators fought to repel the attackers and protect the Americans stationed there. Those men went beyond the call of duty,
performing extraordinary acts of courage and heroism, to avert tragedy on a much larger scale. This is their personal account, never
before told, of what happened during the thirteen hours of that now-infamous attack. 13 HOURS sets the record straight on what
happened during a night that has been shrouded in mystery and controversy. Written by New York Times bestselling author Mitchell
Zuckoff, this riveting book takes readers into the action-packed story of heroes who laid their lives on the line for one another, for
their countrymen, and for their country. 13 HOURS is a stunning, eye-opening, and intense book--but most importantly, it is the
truth. The story of what happened to these men--and what they accomplished--is unforgettable.

Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda: The Love Letters of F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zelda
Fitzgerald, Cathy W. Barks (Editor)
Through his alcoholism and her mental illness, his career highs (and lows) and her institutional confinement, Scott and Zelda
Fitzgerald's devotion to each other endured for more than twenty-two years. Now, for the first time, the story of the love of these
two glamorous and hugely talented writers can be given in their own letters. Introduced by an extensive narrative of the Fitzgeralds'
marriage, the 333 letters - three-quarters of them previously unpublished or out of print - have been edited by the noted Fitzgerald
scholars, Jackson R. Bryer and Cathy W. Barks. They are illustrated throughout with a generous selection of familiar and unpublished
photographs.

Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance by Simone Biles
Simone Biles’ entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her hometown of Spring, Texas, but
her God-given talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a four-time winner
of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. But there is more to Simone than the nineteen medals—fourteen of them gold—and the Olympic
successes. Through years of hard work and determination, she has relied on her faith and family to stay focused and positive, while
having fun competing at the highest level and doing what she loves. Here, in her own words, Simone takes you through the events,
challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in foster care to a coveted spot on the 2016 Olympic team. Along the
way, Simone shares the details of her inspiring personal story—one filled with the kinds of daily acts of courage that led her, and can
lead you, to even the most unlikely of dreams.

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge
Faith Sunderly leads a double life. To most people, she is reliable, dull, trustworthy—a proper young lady who knows her place as
inferior to men. But inside, Faith is full of questions and curiosity, and she cannot resist mysteries: an unattended envelope, an
unlocked door. She knows secrets no one suspects her of knowing. She knows that her family moved to the close-knit island of Vane
because her famous scientist father was fleeing a reputation-destroying scandal. And she knows, when her father is discovered dead
shortly thereafter, that he was murdered. In pursuit of justice and revenge, Faith hunts through her father's possessions and
discovers a strange tree. The tree bears fruit only when she whispers a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, delivers a hidden
truth. The tree might hold the key to her father's murder—or it may lure the murderer directly to Faith herself. Frances Hardinge is
the author of many acclaimed novels, including Cuckoo Song, which earned five starred reviews.

Scythe by Neal Shusterman
Two teens must learn the “art of killing” in this Printz Honor–winning book, the first in a chilling new series from Neal Shusterman,
author of the New York Times bestselling Unwind dystology. A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has
conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are
commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a
scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could
mean losing their own. Scythe is the first novel of a thrilling new series by National Book Award–winning author Neal Shusterman in
which Citra and Rowan learn that a perfect world comes only with a heavy price.

